




























Jill Nowacki 

1. What is the role of the Planning Commission? 
The Planning Commission serves as an advisory body to the City Council. It is up to the 
Planning Commission to listen to issues, give full consideration to reports and 
applications, become educated on issues, and exercise good judgment in providing 
recommendations to the City Council. These recommendations should lead to responsible 
growth and organized development that preserves the culture of Salem, meets current 
economic needs, and positions Salem for appropriate future growth and development. 
The success of the Planning Commission will come from continuing to identify 
opportunities that result in appropriate, well-organized growth and expansion while 
honoring the history and character of the community. 

2. Pretend that you are on the Planning Commission. You receive a report for a 
hearing and after reading it, you are in agreement with the applicant and it fits your 
philosophy on development. During the public hearing you receive information 
from the opposing side that soundly makes the case for denying the application. 
How would you resolve the conflict between the two positions and what would your 
decision be? 
IfI continue to believe the idea behind the applicant's request would result in a positive 
benefit to the community, but I have received additional information that shows the 
request should not be granted as written, my first step would be to volunteer to serve on a 
work group comprised of advocates for and opponents ofthe application and explore the 
possibility of creating a compromise. The goal of the work group would be to identifY a 
solution that allows for the realization of the benefits without the costs presented by the 
opposition. The solution would have to be focused not only on overcoming objections as 
stated, but also on potential issues that might arise from the compromise. (e.g. If this is a 
"not in my backyard" opposition, the solution would not be to move to another person's 
backyard so the opponent is no longer affected, but to remove causes for concern about 
being in anyone's backyard.) 

If it is clear there is no way to compromise and create a solution, my decision would be to 
support the side that is in the best interest of the safety and managed growth of the 
community, regardless of how it aligns with my personal philosophy for development. 

3. How do you define "reduce the reliance on automobiles" as it relates to planning? 
As the Planning Commission works to create growth and development, it must consider 
how people will move between the core ofthe community and new growth and 
expansion. Reducing reliance on automobiles means planning communities that are not 
alienated. This might be accomplished through ensuring appropriate amenities are 
available or being planned to serve new residential areas; that outlying communities have 
public transportation available to bring them into downtown; and that access is always 
considered when planning decisions are made. 

The Planning Commission can work to encourage better public transportation options, 
which might include planning for a new downtown circulator trolley, or improving the 
appeal of existing options by planning bus-only lanes that reduce travel time by bus. The 
Planning Commission could also work toward improving pedestrian and bicycle access 
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through additional well-lit, well-maintained paths and increased directional signage. 
Another way the Planning Commission could reduce reliance on automobiles would be to 
make recommendations that would facilitate car-pooling and ride-sharing. This could be 
accomplished through planning parking areas similar to Park & Ride, but in areas not 
served by other public transportation or proposing a car pool lane or similar method to 
provide queue advantages to multi-passenger vehicles in high traffic areas, such as the 
Marion Street Bridge. 

4. What do you think of Salem as it is cnrrently laid out (i.e. land use, transportation 
systems, open space, etc.)? 
The existing layout of Salem demonstrates a city's commitment to grow and develop 
without losing the character that makes it unique. Introductions of industrial areas and 
housing subdivisions have been done in a way that has not disrupted the historic nature of 
downtown, but that have still enabled large companies to make Salem their horne, 
increasing the overall health of the economy. In the time I have lived in Salem, I have 
witnessed efforts to provide further connection between the historic downtown and more 
recently developed areas, such as increased and improved bus routes and a commitment 
to building city parks that enhance the community feel in more areas of Salem. 

Downtown is a great example of mixed use space. Retail, commercial, residential, and 
recreational space create an attractive balance that draw people to spend time in this area. 
It seems that planned growth continues to be nicely distributed among various uses, with 
available residential units waiting to be occupied, additional recreational space planned 
through riverfront walking paths and a pedestrian bridge to Minto Brown Island Park, and 
parking and commercial facilities that will be introduced at the Boise Cascade property. 

I appreciate the use ofland to provide public parks. During my time in Salem, I have felt 
a strong sense of community. Part of that relates to the abundance of public parks where I 
see families gathering, children playing, and people exercising with their pets. Through 
volunteering with the Marion County CASA program, I have also learned about some 
high-risk neighborhoods where the parks are not being used for their intended purposes. I 
believe that continued emphasis to invest in creating additional public parks that are safe 
gathering places, while improving those that need it, will serve to further strengthen 
Salem and its reputation as a great place to live. 

I anticipate that one of the greatest challenges facing the Planning Commission in the 
near future is determining how to manage existing Urban Growth Boundaries. It will be 
necessary to consider how additional growth and increased economic capacity will be 
achieved, while at the same time honoring the agricultural industry that has deep roots in 
our community. Annexation could result in rich soil being used for residential lots rather 
than growing crops or growers needing to stop tending to their orchards because typical 
fanning practices interfere too much with the lives of new neighbors. Not expanding 
Urban Growth Boundaries willlirnit Salem's ability to grow and develop, too. Families 
may not find appropriate housing in the area and the city may not have an adequate tax 
base. 
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5. Again, pretend that you are on the Planning Commission. You have before you an 
issue relating to the height of a building near the downtown core and near an 
historic neighborhood. You have the ability to graut a variance increasing the height 
allowed (which would increase the potential for mixed-use and greater density) or 
deny the variance (which wonld protect the character of the existing neighborhood). 
How would you vote and why? 

Prior to voting, I would consider a number of issues: Does the neighborhood need this 
mixed-use space and greater density in order to accommodate growth that would improve 
the economics of the area? Would the current infrastructure of the neighborhood (streets, 
parking, utilities) be able to accommodate the additional density that the variance would 
create? Would additional density create or reduce reliance on automobiles to this area? 
As I consider the current condition of the downtown core, several items come to mind: 
There is a surplus of unused residential space. Some existing retail businesses are 
struggling and have recently vacated space. The historic nature of downtown is an end in 
itself to attracting visitors (potential consumers) to the area. 

After giving further consideration to these issues, I would likely vote no on the variance. 
My reason for this is two-fold. First, it seems there is not an immediate need for increased 
density and mixed-use space in downtown. Downtown is already in a position to 
accommodate increased residential and commercial demand with existing buildings. 
Second, historic character is not something you can take away and then get back. Once 
the historic feel of a community has been compromised, it is gone for good. With that in 
mind, it seems unwise to grant variances that would negate this historic feel. Rather, 
increasing density should be built into an overall strategy that will allow Salem to expand 
its economic capacity, keep up with need, and preserve the character that attracts so many 
to the downtown. 
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I would like to be considered for appOintment to one of the following citizen advisory boards/ commissions/ 
committees (please, list in priority order): 
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~m50 or over '0 I am under 50 Applicants for Senior Center Advisory Committee: 

Applicants for Youth Advisory Commission: ~mover 18 01 am under 18 

Human -Rights &- RelatiCllJs youth position: ' ~m at least 15 and not over 21 

I have served on the following citizen advisory committees, civic, charitable or other organizations (include dates 
& length of service); 
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On the back of the application, please respond to the following question: Please explain wh,,! you believe you can 
, contribute to each advisoryboard on which you are interested in serving, Be brief, but be as specific as possible. 

You are also welcome toatlach a resume or any other pertinent information, 

For office use: Ward ___ ' Voter Registration __ _ Date entered __ _ 
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2. Are you a resident of the City of Salem?·~ • ~o 

Note: Residency is not a requirement for service on the Community Police Review Board but it is a factor 
that the City Council can consider in making appointments. 

3. Have you ever been convicted, plead Guilty or No Contest, or forfeited bail for a 

misdemeanor or felony? • -res 6y 
If yes, please explain: ______________________ _ 

Note: Conviction does not disqualify you from service on the Community Police Review Board but it is a 
factor the City Council can consider in making appointments. 

4. What is your commitment to the goals of the Community Police Review Board?: __ 

.~auaL r~ pc;ee~~ 4-ncL 

~- /' 
Submitted by;> ~~ 

Please return this form to the Mayor's Office, 555 Liberty Street SE, Room #220, Salem, 
OR 97301 or fax the form to 503-588-6354. If you have any questions, please call 503-
588-6159. 



February 3, 2010 

RE: George E. rv'lraz 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On January 2, 1990 I met Mr. Mraz while he was serving as a City Council Member for the City of 

Fellsmere, during that meeting I was appointed as the City Clerk. 

Mr. Mraz served as a member on a variety of boards for the City. His community service began with 

appointments in July 1987 as a member of our Code Enforcement Board and the Code and Charter Review 

Ad-Hoc Committee and in December 1987 he was aPPointed as a member of the Cable 1V Application 

Review Ad-Hoc Committee. 

Mr. Mraz then qualified as a candidate to seek election as a Council Member and was successfully elected 

and sworn into office on March 10, 1988 for a two year term; as an incumbent Mr. Mraz was reelected on 

March 13, 1990 at which he served his two year term but did not seek reelection in 1992. 

Mr. Mraz was a council member during a time when the City was struggling with its worst financial and 

economic times in its seventy-eight (78) years. He worked with staff diligently to resolve the ongoing 

problems and we brain-stormed on avenues to travel to increase revenues and reduce expenditures. I am 

proud to say that the City of Fellsmere is currently a strong and vital community. 

I consider Mr. Mraz an honest, compaSSionate, resourceful, team player who always had a positive 

attitude for our future and I believe he would be an excellent selection for a board, committee or 

commisSion in your community. If you ha-ve any questions please feel free to contact me at the number 

listed below or via my email address of .;;,:itvderk{oKU:.y'Qfr~.!.1.;i.m.!;.r.<;'.,"Qr9.. 

Respectfully f 

Deborah C. Krages 

City Clerk 

2; S. 
571· ! Sf{} I 



George Mraz 

July 9, 2987 - Council appointed Mr. George Mraz to the following: 

Code Enforcement Board 

Code Book & Charter Review Committee 

December 10, 1987 - Council appointed Mr. George Mraz to: 

Cable TV Application Review Committee 

March 10, 1988 - George Mraz was sworn is as a Council Member for a two year term 

March 13, 1990 - George Mraz re-elected for a two year term - concluded his two year term and did not 

seek re-election for the March 1992 election. 

Just a blast from the past!!! 

September 14, 1989 

Council Member Mraz expresses concerns regarding the Financial Administrative Activities and hands a 

sealed envelope to Attorney Tsamoutales for Mayor Hurst. 

• Council recommended that Mayor Hurst review the information and report back to Council at the 

next meeting. 

October 2, 1989 - Special Meeting of Council 

Mayor Hurst lists ten reasons for his suspension and recommended removal of Jeannette Dale as City 

Clerk. 

• Nick Tsamoutales, City Attorney, recommends Council postpone the hearing to October 9th so 

that Jeannette could hire an attorney. 

October 9th meeting - Attorney Tsamoutales recommends a pay-off for Jeannette to resign .... 

January 2, 1990 - Council hires Deborah C. Krages as City Clerk at an annual salary of $17,000.00. 

May, 1990 - Mayor Frank Hurst passes away" .. 

June 14, 1990 - Deputy Mayor Joe Brooks is appointed, via the Charter, as Mayor and a special election 

scheduled for September 4,1990. 

Fired Bonnie after an insurance fiasco ... and a few others but, overall it's been a great 22 years!!!! 

And the rest is just history!!! 

Hope you enjoy the old newspaper articles ... 

Stre.et 
S7; 16!6 ,"'OX 



Linda Cate - Questions for 2010 Planning Commission Candidates 
;:mr 

From: George Mraz <g.mraz@yahoo.com> 
<LCATE@CITYOFSALEM.NET> 
Tuesday, March 16,2010 3:58 PM 

To: 
Date: 
Subject: Questions for 2010 Planning Commission Candidates 

Questions for 2010 Planning Commission Candidates 
Mayors Office 
City of Salem 
555 Liberty SE 
Salem, Oregon 
503-588-6354 
LCATE@CITYOFSALEM.NET 

1. What is the role of the Planning Commission? 

The Salem Planning Commission acts as an advisory commission to the City Council. The role 
of the Salem Panning Commission is to promote managed growth by maintaining a 
comprehensive planning program which minimizes land use conflicts, coordinates the provision 
of public services, and optimizes the quality of life for all city residents. 
It is the duty of the planning commission to undertake a continuing planning program for the 

physical, social, and economic growth, and development, and redevelopment of the area within 
its jurisdiction. The plans and programs must be designed to promote public health, safety, 
morals, convenience, prosperity, or the general welfare as well as the efficiency and economy of 
its are of jurisdiction. Specific planning elements must be based upon careful and comprehensive 
surveys and studies of existing conditions and probable fUture development and include 
recommended means of implementation. 

Answer 2 
2. This is why there several hearings before adopting changes to planning and or zoning 

issues. The comprehensive land use plan is our standard. If the information given by the opposing 
side is more in line with the comprehensive land use plan for that area, it becomes easy to justifY a 
change in philosophy. 

3. How do you define "Reduce the reliance on automobiles" as it relates to planning? 

Perhaps "Increase Availability "may be a better policy than "Reduce Reliance" 
The purpose of statement (OAR 660-012-000) in the TPR includes a detailed explanation of the 

commissions explanation that implementation of the rule should result in changes to land use 
and transportation plans that "reduce reliance" on the automobile. This implements the 
direction in goal 12 that transportation plans "avoid principal reliance on anyone mode of 
transportation" 
Real concerns local governments have are putting into place regulatory measures to restrict, or 

reduce automobile use. 
A need to broaden the scope of the purpose, placing additional emphasis on providing 

transportation options as a means to accomplish the reduced reliance. 



4. What do you think of Salem as it is currently laid out (ie land use, transportation systems, open 
spaces, etc) 

In my opinion the Salem land use plan has been well developed and implemented. 
Transportation in the city, the downtown area and much of Salem is laid out on a grid pattern, this 
makes directions and addresses easy to follow and find. Major thoroughfares include State, 
Center, and Commercial streets, and river road. Salem Keizer transit also known as cherriots 
effectively operates approximately 25 bus lines with a fleet of approximately 50 buses throughout 

the metropolitan area. 
The Salem Area Comprehensive Plan fulfills state rules which require cities to have an overall 

long range land use plan. It is the primary planning document guiding land use patterns and 
development in Salem, providing for a full range of land uses such as open space, residential, 
commercial, industrial, and community services. Where acknowledged by the LCDC as 
complying with state requirements the comprehensive plan and implementing ordinances, rather 
than state requirements, apply to local land use decision making. Most changes to the plan are 
made by the planning commission, with an optional appeal to city council. 

Answer 

5. Provided there were no convincing argument for the variance the comprehensive land use plan 
would be upheld, and I would vote to retain and maintain the 
"historic neighborhood ", and its character. 

George Mraz 
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Tyson Pruett 

1970 Gilmer St NW 
Salem OR 97304 

Integrity First Financial Services 

tpruett@iffcpa.com 

8 

503-569-5737 

503-390-5544 

Salem Planning Commission 
Citizen Budget Committee 

I believe I can contribute a careful planned approach and 
process. I will spend the time and energy needed to help the 
commission meet its goals. I am willing to listen to all sides of 
an issue before making a decision. I bring the background of a 
CPA that understands budgeting and finance. I can bring my 
real world expertise to the board in assisting with the budget 
needs of the city. 

INTEGRITY FIRST FINANCIAL SERVICES PC 

345 LINCOLN STREET SE 
Salem OR 97302 

EJ 

EJ 

WEST SALEM REDEVELOPMENT BOARD - (2006 to current), 
West SALEM KIWANIS, Past President - (1997 to 2009), 
Corban College Alumni Board, President - (2006 to current), 
Salem Summer in the City - (2008 to current), Oregon 
Association of Nurseries Christmas Tree Chapter, Treasurer­
(2009 to current) 

I BRING THE BACKGROUND OF A CPA THAT 
UNDERSTANDS BUDGETING AND FINANCE. I CAN BRING 
MY REAL WORLD EXPERTISE TO THE BOARD IN 



ASSISTING WITH THE BUDGET NEEDS OF THE CITY. 



Thc Questions: 
1. What Is the role of the Planning Commission? 
2. Pretend that you are on the PI<lnnlng Commission. Vou receive a report for a hearing 

and after reading It, you are In agreement with the applicant and It fits your philosophy on 
development. During the public hearing you receive Information from the opposing side 
that soundly makes the case for denying the application. How would you resolve the 
conflil;! between the two posltlons<lnd what would your decision be? 

3. How do you define 'reduce the reliance on automobiles' as It relates to planning? 
4. What do you think of Salem as It Is cUrrently laid out (i.e. land use, transportation 

systems, open space, etc)? 
S. Again, pretend that you are on the Planning Commlssh:m. You have before you an Issue 

relating to the height of a building near the downtown core and near an historic 
neighborhood. You have the ability to grant a variance Increasing the height allowed 
(which would Increase the potential for mlxed·use and greater denSity) or deny the 
variance (which would protect the character of the existing neighborhood). How would 
you vote and why? 

My answers: , 
1. Promote the growth and orderly development of the City of Salem. 
2. This question Is difficult without specifiCS but here Is the process I would go through. The 

first filter would be Is It allowed by the eode. Next I would look at how It filS within the 
c;rlterla In #1 above. The next part would be how does It conflict with the neighborhood 
plan, any urban redevelopment dlstrlc;ts, and other local parties of Interest. You would 
need to hear how the local residents and businesses would be Impacted. Once those 
factors had been considered, then I would look to make my best decision. 

3. ki. I understand It from reviewing the Fregonese Associates study on Alternative Land 
Use and Transportation Scenario Planning AnalysiS report In which It discusses Salem Is 
the emphasis on growth In c;enters and ~r:lrrldors by Improving density In areas that could 
support new development I also ben eve that providing convenient access to alternative 
means of transportation as well as giVIng per:lple the ability to shop, work and live within 
the same general area Is going to help greaijy. 

4. Overall, I like Salem. If I didn't I wouldn't work and live here. I like the parks and the 
emphasis on open spaces. However, I think It has Its share of challenges. Any city that 
has a major river running through It Is going to have some logls~cal obstacles. I !!lInk a 
third bridge would be a great asset In correcting those Issues and encouraging less 
commuter traffic through some of our very congested streets. I think R.lverfront i='ark Is 
one of the jewels of Salem. However, It seems like other than that area, the Wlllamette 
has been neglected asa.polntof emphasis. 

5. I understand the need for and uses for a variance but I also know that the regulations are 
there for a reason. Without knowing the specifics It Is very difficult to determine exactly 
what answer I would give. To start with I would run It through the process deserlbed In #2 
above. I would want to know the details of the Immediate surrounding buildings; Were 
the existing buildings also over height and would the building fit In or would It s~c;k out as 
different from the other buildings In the area. Based on all the factors, I could see myself 
either voting to approve or voting· to deny the variance. " 

t'. UUC/UUC: 
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Mitch Schmidtke 

2848 Harding Court NW 
Salem OR 97304 

Eagle Tanks, Inc 

mitch.schmidtke@gmail.com 

8 

503-566-3767 

503-448-1917 

Salem Planning Commission 

Over 20 years of service in the US Army Reserve. Led a 
Provincial Reconstruction Team, Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan 2004 with the responsibility of working with the 
Afghan Provincial Governor, Staff Directorates, and local Police 
for policy and reconstruction. Advisor to the Office of Provincial 
Affairs US Embassy Baghdad, Iraq 2009. Advised US Military 
and US Embassy on policy and operational matters related to 
the development of civil capacity at the provincial level 
throughout the country of Iraq. President and owner of a local 
manufacturing company, Eagle Tanks, Inc. Over 20 years of 
business experience in industrial products and electronics 
manufacturing.1 have extensive experience in dealing with 
complex issues with a wide range of perspectives resulting in 
positive outcomes. I believe the combination of my experience 
as a small business owner and civic background offers a well 
rounded perspective to the Planning Commission. 

Eagle Tanks, Inc 

9055 Porter Way SE 
Aumsville OR 97325 

Over 55: D 

Between 15 and 21: D 

Other Service: 



Contri bution: HERES WHAT I THINK I COULD CONTRIBUTE .... 1 have 
extensive experience in dealing with complex issues with a 
wide range of perspectives resulting in positive outcomes. I 
believe the combination of my experience as a small business 
owner and civic background offers a well rounded perspective 
to the Planning Commission. 



Response to Questions for 2010 Planning Commission Candidates 

Candidate: Mitch Schmidtke 
Date: February 16, 2010 

Question 1: What is the role of the Planning Commission? 
Answer: The primary role of the Planning Commission is to provide recommendations to the City Council 
and to other public entities concerning the city's growth and development by representing citizen 
involvement in land use decisions. Planning Commission interests are broad in nature and may include 
matters related to transportation, building development, property use, public services, commercial 
interests, and economic development. Duties include making recommendations to establish or modify 
the layout, parameters, or policy in regards to streets, sidewalks, land zoning, buildings, right of ways, 
public works, and encouragement of industrial settlement. 

Question 2: Pretend that you are on the Planning Commission. You receive a report for a hearing and 
after reading it, you are in agreement with the applicant and it fits your philosophy on development. 
During the public hearing you receive information from the opposing side that soundly makes the case 
for denying the application. How would you resolve the conflict between the two positions and what 
would your decision be? 
Answer: The foremost concern in regards to a land use conflict is to seek out all the facts of the issue in 
order to make the best informed recommendation that promotes the public interest. A land use 
recommendation to the City Council for decision must rely on a number of factors: 

• Input from appropriate Neighborhood Association. 

• Applicable land use codes. 
• Long range land use plan for the land and surrounding area. 
• Consultation with City Planning Staff on technical matters. 
• Clarification from the applicant to provide additional information if necessary. 

While the above list is not all inclusive, it serves as a basis in what method I would use to resolve 
the question. Differences between the two pOSitions are best resolved by finding a compromise. In the 
event a compromise cannot be attained, my recommendation is to support a course of action that best 
promotes the public interest. A course of action that best promotes the public interest is one that best 
supports safety, comfort, convenience and welfare of its residents. My recommendation is to deny the 
application based on sound and solid facts that promotes the public interest even if it is counter to my 
personal philosophy on development. 

Question 3: How do you define "reduce the reliance on automobiles" as it relates to planning? 
Answer: Urban sprawl may be characterized as areas highly dependent on automobiles for 
transportation. With these conditions, most activities such as shopping and commuting to the workplace 
require the use of a car as a result of the proximity of residential zones, industrial and commercial zones 
and major transportation networks. Automobile dependency implies that cities where automobiles are 
the predominant transport limit their residents' freedom of choice about the way they live and move 
around the city. 

There are a number of planning and design approaches to addressing automobile dependency. 
Most of these approaches focus on the physical urban design, urban density and land use zoning of 
cities. Other approaches focus on investment in good public transit, centralized management by the 
public sector and appropriate policy priorities. Regardless of the approach used, planning is directly tied 
to transportation in its various forms and is a critical element in land use decisions. 



Question 4: What do you think of Salem as it is currently laid out (i.e., land use, transportation 
systems, open space, etc.)? 
Answer: I believe that Salem has some unique land use decisions in the coming decades that will 
confront established norms. By nature of the physical layout of a city situated on a major river and 
partially divided between two counties, Salem has some land use planning challenges. Issues driving 
these challenges include an increasing population creating demands for housing, transportation and 
public services, congested transportation corridors, and evolving commercial and industry development 
aimed to provide stability in the region. The challenge will be to connect residences to workplaces and 
transportation networks while preserving open spaces and quality of life within the city's urban growth 
boundary. 

Question 5: Again, pretend that you are on the Planning Commission. You have before you an issue 
relating to the height of a building near the downtown core and near a historic neighborhood. You 
have the ability to grant a variance increasing the height allowed (which would increase the potential 
for mixed-use and greater density) or deny the variance (which would protect the character of the 
existing neighborhood). How would you vote and why? 
Answer: While the building this instance is near the neighborhood and not in it, I would vote in favor of 
the variance in order to support mixed-use development and greater density within the downtown core. 
The increase in mixed use buildings within the downtown core supports reduced pressure on existing 
transportation networks and public services. I believe a vote to approve the variance promotes the 
public interest in that it would aid in reducing traffic while potentially increasing housing capacity and 
economic vitality with increased commercial space. 
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Thomas L Smith 

Salem OR 97301 

Accounts Payable Coordinator 

6 

Salem Planning Commission 
Salem Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 

Registered Voter: 4/17/06*Member of Budget Comm: expires 
6/30/07 not eligOOMember of HRRAC: expires 12131/06 eligO 

Kettle Foods 

EJ 

o 
Citizen Budget Committee (current)Human Rights and 
Relations Commission (current)NE Salem Community 
Association ChairNeighborhood Task Force Member 

I am interested in making sure our parks maintenance is 
sustained and in providing new parks in Salem. 

httu:llintra.citvofsalem.netlS aleml ADD! icationsfBoardslRenorl.asn ?fonn action=A PPLlCA __ . 2/13/2008 



Planning Commission Questions 
Thomas Smith 

1. The Planning Commission makes the decisions that have an outcome on how our 
city grows now and in the future. How the streets are laid out, how big the houses are 
and how many of them, how taIl a building can be, what type ofbusiness I can operate on 
my property, etc, are all decisions made by the commission. 

2. First, I would check to see if there were any time'restrictions regarding making a 
decision on this issue. If there weren't any on this issue, I would ask that hearing be 
continued in ofder to study and research the new information presented so that I could 
make a valued decision that works fbr both parties involved.. 
If a decision had to be made immediately, my decision would be based on what would be 
the best outcome fbr the city from both the planning and the legal point of view. 

3. Reducing the reliance on automobiles can be done in a couple of ways. First, 
incorporating more mixed-used developments into the plan of a city, places where people 
live, work and shop. SecoDd creating centers, areas that have a mix of development 
surrounded by housing. Higher density housing close to shopping and transit routes also 
helps reduce the reliance on autos. 

4. I think that there are a few things we need to work on regarding Salem's layout. 
We need more open space in neighborhoods. AIl we squeeze more houses into these 
neighborhoods, we are taking away outdoor space in these lots. People need a place to 
get away but be outside. We need to make sure that roads connect with each other. 
Many end on one hlockjust to stsrt up in the next. I imagine that much of this was 
caused by the way many subdivisions were built in the county imd annexed into the city. 
I think the NEarea of the city has beeu overburdened with the majority share of the 
,multi-fumily zoning and that more needs to be cone to continue to spread multi-family 
zoning to other areas of Salem. 

5. I would want to keep the historic character of the neighborhood intact. I would 
want to work with both sides on a compromise that is good for both. Mixed use 

, developments are important, but not at the expense of possibly degrading a neighborhood 
that doesn't want .it there. 
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