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MILL CREEKINDUSTRIAL PARK

The Mill Creek Industrial Park (MCIP), previously
known as the Salem Regional Employment Center
(SREC), is a 648 acre, relatively flat property area
close to I-5 and Hwy 22. The project is on the
State Legislature’s Opportunity Site List, with a $10
Million dollar flexible loan commitment from the
Oregon Economic Community Development
Department. An Urban Renewal Area (URA) has
been created to assist in funding needed for
infrastructure connections. In an URA, future
property tax revenues will finance necessary public
facilities. A Development District may be utilized
to complete on-site infrastructure. As the land is
sold for industrial development, the City of Salem’s
tax base will increase. The project will be built in
phases, as funding becomes available, over the
next 15 to 20 years. About 5,000 jobs are
anticipated by build out. A Land Needs Analysis
and Corporate interviews revealed a 22% growth
for transportation and warehousing employment
in Salem (from 2002 to 2012) — the highest growth
sector other than construction. Salem has a
limited supply of industrial lots available for the
next 20 years. The MCIP will help Salem meet
demand for new industrial land.
A team of consultants (Otak, Parametrix,
Leland Consulting, Tashman & Johnson, and DKS),
City of Salem staff (Planning, Public Works, Urban
Development, Natural Resources, Finance and
Parks), along with the State Department of
Administrative Services, and SEDCOR have been
working since the summer of 2003 to develop a
workable, well planned employment center for the
area. The area includes almost 50 acres of

wetlands. About 10 acres of these wetlands
may need to be filled and mitigated on site.
The main body of wetlands will be enhanced
into 111 acres of open space with a planned
trail network.

2005-2009 CONSOLIDATED PLAN

The Housing Section of the Urban Development
Department recently completed the Consolidated
Plan effective 2005-2009. The Consolidated Plan
is a federal requirement from US Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) in order
for the City of Salem to receive Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME
Investment Partnerships funds. The Plan identifies
the needs of Salem and Keizer, and formulates a
five-year strategic plan that address these local
needs. Programs will be developed to meet the
priorities that have been identified through the
Consolidated Plan process. Funding priorities
identified are as follows:

* Homelessness

* Affordable Housing

e Community Services

e Community Development

Homelessness. Promote and encourage
programs that prevent homelessness, maintain
and enhance shelter space, and support service
capacity. .

Affordable Housing. Increase the supply of
rental housing and consider the related service
needs of very low and low-income households,

individuals with psychiatric disorders,
developmental disabilities, physical
disabilities and the frail elderly. Increase
opportunities for very low and low-income
households to become and remain
h o m e o w n e r s .
Community Development. Ensure
equal access to affordable and supportive
housing for all individuals. Support a social
service delivery system that helps very low,
low and moderate-income persons achieve
dignity, well-being and self-sufficiency.
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NEW DOWNTOWN
ADVISORY BOARD

The Downtown Advisory Board (DAB) is charged with
making recommendations to the Salem City Council
on matters relating to the Downtown Parking District
and Parking Fund and advising the City of Salem Urban
Renewal Agency Board on matters pertaining to urban
renewal and tax increment fund allocations for the
Riverfront-Downtown Urban Renewal Area.
The DAB consists of 11 members and represents a
wide range of community interests including
representatives from: downtown businesses; property
owners; financial; legal; and real estate professionals;
parking district assessment payers; and at-large
community representatives. The new DAB members
include:
: Jim Bauer

Frankie Bell

Jeff Corner

Willliam Davis

Sylvia Dorney (Vice-Chair)

Tim Duffy

Debra Edwards

Norm Harris

Mark Shipman (Chair)

Dana Vugtveen

John Whittington, and

Nate Levin (Ex Officio from the

Planning Commission and

Darr Goss (Ex Officio from the Housing and

Community Development Advisory Board
Mark Shipman was elected Chair and Sylvia Dorney
was elected Vice-Chair by the Board at their first
meeting in April. The DAB meets the fourth
Thursday of each month at 12:00 PM at the Urban
Development Department offices, 350 Commercial
Street N.E.

SALEM RECEIVES NATIONAL
ATTENTION FOR ITS BUSINESS
ENVIRONMENT

Forbes Magazine (May ‘'05) listed Salem in the Top
10 cities at “7™ Best” for Cost of Doing Business, and
117 overall. For more on the Salem Business
Advantage, contact SEDCOR at 503-588-6225 or the
Chamber at 503-581-1446.

A June 2005 National Federation of
Independent Business survey asked small-business
owners to assess the level of support offered by the
state’s business environment — including government,
banks, the media and community groups. Oregon
tallied a 20 percent net-supportive rating, well ahead
of neighboring Washington at negative 9 percent and
Northern California at negative 4 percent. The best in
the nation was North Carolina, at positive 42 percent.
"A Riverfront Comes into its Own”
Sunset Magazine (June ‘05) promoted Salem as a
family-fun destination that featured the Willamette
River, Riverfront Park and Carousel, AC Gilbert's
Discovery Village, the Salem World Beat Festival, as
well as local Cascade Baking Company.

REDEVELOPMENT

WEST SALEM GATEWAY STUDY concluded in June with
its examination of redevelopment potential of the 20 acre
“superblock” at Wallace Road and Edgewater — the Gate-
way to West Salem.

SALMON IN THE CITY In June, the “Salmon in the City”
project kicked-off in downtown Salem. Over 20 five foot
long, synthetic salmon decorated by local artists were on
display downtown. Each Salmon is hosted by a downtown
business through August and is either shown inside or in
front of the sponsoring location. In July, 30 to 40 smaller
Salmon will be permanently installed downtown as part
of an “Art in the Alley” initiative to enhance the pedestrian
alleyways in downtown. The salmon will be featured
during several summer events and

will culminate on October 8th with a
fundraising auction of the artistic
salmon creations. The “Salmon in
the City” project is partially funding
through an Urban Renewal Agency
grant.

DECORATIVE BIKE RACKS
“Artify” DOWNTOWN This spring
16 new bike racks have sprouted-
up throughout the retail core area
of downtown. Bike vendors
sponsored the first six bicycle-
themed racks to identify the bike
shop corridor of Commercial
Street.

Other downtown merchants
have installed another 10 racks,
including colorful scissors, coffee
cups, paperclip and other merchant
themed icons and silhouettes.
These whimsical bike racks are the
artful creation of Merrill Denny of
Creative Metalworks in Dayton.

The City supplied half of the
funds through a grant to the Salem
Downtown Association, who
leveraged private funds as a

match.

SALMON RUN ~ An innovative mixed-use project adjacent
to the Pringle Parkade, is nearing completion. All seven
condominiums are sold in advance of their availability in
August. Commercial office space is now available. Please
contact Sheri Wahrgren for more information about how
the Agency participated in funding this project:
503.588.6178.

UDD Quarterly is produced by the Urban Devel-
opment Department of the City of Salem.

If you are interested in receiving this publication or
if you have questions, comments,or suggestions
please contact the Editor: 503.588.6178 or e-mail:
uddeditor@cityofsalem.net

UDD Quarterly is available on line at: http://
www.cityofsalem.net/~urbandev/udd_quarterly.htm

http://www.cityofsalem.net/~urbandev/
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IN PROGRESS

THE BILL FREY DRIVE DEDICATION ceremony will
be held Thursday, August 4th at 4 PM. Please join us
as we celebrate the life and community service of Bill
Frey. A reception will immediately follow the ceremonial
ribbon cutting. If you would like to attend please RSVP
to cknox@cityofsalem.net . North Gateway Urban
Renewal funds were used to build this connection
between Portland Road and Salem Industrial Drive.

BROWNFIELD/EPA CLEAN-UP ~ Monitoring wells were
drilled and installed May 24-25 at the Cadel’s Brownfield
site on Portland Road. Monitoring wells were installed
after three gasoline underground storage

tanks (UST) and approximately 155 tons
of contaminated soil were removed. Draft
reports for the initial assessment will be
ready by August. Remedial action, cost
estimates, and mediation alternatives will
be reviewed at that time. After the initial
monitoring, the site wells will be monitored
for about a year.

HOLLYWOOD STATION Site Acquisition
Solicitation for Proposals (SFP) was
released in April for a mixed use
redevelopment of the vacant, six acre
Agency-owned property in northeast
Salem. The project is expected to serve
as a catalyst and a model for high quality,

Negotiations for a conditioned sale
agreement with the development team will
begin Fall 2005. To learn more about this

project, please refer to http://
www.cityofsalem.net/~urbandev/ng_hws.htm.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
BECOMES CITY’S NEWEST
DEPARTMENT

On July 1, 2005, the Urban Development Division became
the City of Salem’s newest Department. Formerly a
Division of the Community Development Department,
the City Council authorized Urban Development’s
elevation to a City Department because of the increasing
priority of the City’s urban renewal programs.

This step further differentiates the role,
responsibility, and authority of the Department in
executing urban renewal programs and projects in
service to the Urban Renewal Agency Board (Agency).

Within the Urban Development Department, there
are four sections. Revitalization focuses on urban
renewal area planning and management, as well as
downtown and neighborhood revitalization and
redevelopment. Housing and Federal Programs
manages affordable housing, economic development,
and housing rehabilitation and oversees the City's
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME
Programs. The Real Estate secion administers real
estate transactions for the City and the Agency and
provides property management services for City and
Agency-owned properties. Finally, Administration
includes the Office of the Director, Budget, Contracts
and Office Management.

Rick Scott will serve as the Department’s first Dlrector
Mr Scott has over 30 years of experience in government
service i a variety of management level positions. Over
the last year and a half Mr Scott has served as the

o mixed-use development in Salem. More interim Administrator/Director of the Urban Development
}f than a dozen firms were represented at  Division/Department.
/ = the May 20™ Pre-Proposal Conference.

COUNCIL GOALS: 2005-2006

In May, the Urban Development Department identified
ways to support the City Council’s recently adopted goals
for 2005-2006. Urban Development will:
Emphasize increased leverage of existing funds with
Federal, State, private and grant funds.

80 ACRES OF PRIME INDUSTRIAL LAND NOW
AVAILABLE ~ A well-located parcel, at 5730 Culver
Drive SE, is adjacent to OR-22 with easy connection to I-
5. It's zoned Industrial Business Commercial (IBC) —
allowing for a variety of industrial and commercial uses.
City utilities are being extended near the property to serve
the new Mill Creek Industrial Park. For more information
on this property and other economic development
opportunities in Salem, please contact SEDCOR at 503-
588-6225.

Support Downtown Revitalization by examining the
optimum business mix, continuing to focus
resources for housing, and working to decrease
core-area vacancy rate.

Emphasize Economic Vitality and Development
through strategies, education and relationship
building.

Increase Efficiency in Government with enhanced
customer service, communication and increased
focus on long-range strategies.

Support Livability and Neighborhoods through
greater outreach and participation.

Enhance Infrastructure through additional planning
and maintenance.

http://www.cityofsalem.net/~urbandev/
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AT YOUR SERVICE

URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
350 Commercial NE
Salem, OR 97301

OUR VISION

The Urban Development Department will serve as a steward of community goals and values in the development of
Salem’s assets while enhancing and protecting Salem’s quality of life and economic vitality.

OUR MISSION

The Urban Development Department will provide quality service to promote, facilitate and assist in the redevelop-
ment, preservation and development of Salem.

The Urban Development Department administers and oversees a variety of programs and services for the City
including administration of Salem’s five Urban Renewal Areas: Riverfront/Downtown, Fairview, North Gateway,
Pringle and West Salem. In addition to administering the City’s urban renewal program, the Department provides
single family and multi-family housing rehabilitation, and purchase assistance, emergency repairs, commercial and
residential loan and grant programs, city real estate services, and functions as a liaison to various neighborhood,
business and Council/Agency advisory groups.

UDD Staff Donate an Average of 193.9 Ibs per Person to Marion/Polk County Food Share in 2005
Through a combination of raffles, feeds, socials, auctions, sales, and roving singers/musicians, the City employees
proudly collected $16,939.86 in cash and 47,444 Ibs in food for the Marion Polk Food Share. Urban Development
staff raised and contributed $2,008 and 3,617 pounds of food toward the City total.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT ON THE WEB - Did you know that information about the Urban Development
Department’s programs, projects and resources are just a click away? Simply go to: http://
www.cityofsalem.net/~urbandev/ to find what you are looking for and to keep informed about our programs
and activities.




