FOR MEETING OF: January 14, 2025

AGENDA ITEM NO.: 4.3

TO: PLANNING COMMISSION

FROM: LISA ANDERSON-OGILVIE AICP, DEPUTY COMMUNITY PLANNING
AND DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR AND PLANNING ADMINISTRATOR

SUBJECT: GOAL 5 RIPARIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE APPOINTMENT

ISSUE:

Should the Planning Commission appoint Commissioner Lisa Heller to serve on the
Goal 5 Riparian Advisory Committee?

RECOMMENDATION:

Appoint Commissioner Lisa Heller to serve on the Goal 5 Riparian Advisory Committee.

SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND:

On November 8, 2021, the Salem Planning Commission asked Salem City Council to
consider funding a phased Goal 5 update, focusing first on inventorying riparian
corridors. Goal 5 is a broad statewide planning goal that encompasses more than a
dozen resource categories. It requires local governments to “adopt programs that will
protect natural resources and conserve scenic, historic, and open space resources for
present and future generations” in order to “promote a healthy environment and natural
landscape that contributes to Oregon’s livability.” Salem Planning Commission identified
updating Salem’s waterways map and adoption of minimum required setbacks along
waterways as a high priority and an important first step to ensure that the impacts of
development along Salem’s waterways is minimized.

The Goal 5 Riparian Corridor Planning process will be conducted in two phases. Phase
1 is primarily data collection with an inventory of riparian corridors. Phase 2 will use the
data collected in Phase 1 to evaluate the economic, social, environmental, and energy

consequences of determining conflicting uses and level(s) of protection.

The City is forming a Riparian Advisory Committee (RAC), which is expected include
members from City Council, Planning Commission members, agencies, and other
stakeholders. The RAC will provide guidance and advise staff and the consultant team
throughout the duration of the project.
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FACTS AND FINDINGS:

1.

This project stems from a Planning Commission request that the City conduct an
inventory of riparian corridors in Salem in compliance with Oregon Statewide
Land Use Planning Goal 5. The Planning Commission identified updating
Salem’s waterways map and adoption of minimum required setbacks along
waterways as a high priority and an important first step to ensure that the impacts
of development along Salem’s waterways is minimized.

The RAC will meet multiple times throughout the project to discuss the overall
process, provide guidance, and advise staff and the consultant team throughout
the duration of the project. Much of the RAC work is anticipated to occur during
Phase 2 of the project. It is anticipated to take about two years to complete both
phases and we are seeking individuals who are committed to actively
participating throughout the project.

The RAC will include City Councilors, a Planning Commission Member, and
representatives from 350 Salem, Glen Gibson Watershed Council, a
neighborhood association, Equity Roundtable, Oregon Department of State
Lands, Willamette University staff with knowledge of riparian ecology, and the
commercial and home development community.

A project consultant team of Pacific Habitat Services and Winterbrook Planning
has been contracted to assist the City throughout Phase 1 of the project. It is
anticipated that they will be retained to assist in completion of Phase 2.

The project is expected to be completed in 2027.

Prepared by: Jeffery Johnson, Natural Resources Planner



