
 

 

July 9, 2025 

Downtown Salem Businesses - We hear you.   

You've asked for more security and cleaning services from the City. The conversion to paid 
parking will allow us to add more services in next year’s budget. 

You have recently received your annual parking tax invoice. This invoice is separate of the 
launch of paid parking in downtown Salem. The business-paid parking tax pays for security, 
cleaning, garbage service and maintenance of parking facilities. During fiscal year 2025, the City 
invoiced $330,000 in parking tax revenue and received $275,000 in payments. This is far less 
than is needed to fund basic security and cleaning services. Today, the parking tax alone does 
not sustain the current services within the parking district. Parking permits in downtown 
parkades and existing meter revenue support these services as well. The parkade security 
expense is covered by the City’s General Fund. 

Parking tax revenue is needed to continue existing levels of security and cleaning for the next 
year. Paid parking revenue is expected to replace this in about a year, but meter revenue isn’t 
available on day one. It will be collected over the next 12 months and available to spend the 
following 12 months. Salem’s Downtown Business Parking Tax will be re-considered next fiscal 
year, which begins July 1, 2026.  At that point, we expect paid parking revenues will replace 
business-paid parking tax revenues.  

To learn more about Downtown Parking Tax District, see 
https://www.cityofsalem.net/community/neighborhoods/parking/fees-and-payments/pay-
downtown-parking-tax.   

To learn more about paid on-street parking, see www.beepbeepsalem.com. 

Thank you for being a part of downtown Salem. 
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