
Outlook

Request for Artists to Retain Copyright for Public Murals and Art

From Jessica Ramey <jessicaramey78@gmail.com>
Date Mon 10/6/2025 8:29 AM
To Kathleen Swarm <KSwarm@cityofsalem.net>
Cc Brian Hart <brianhart22@gmail.com>; Linda Nishioka <LNishioka@cityofsalem.net>; Vanessa Nordyke

<VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>; napstudio@mac.com <napstudio@mac.com>; Christine DArcy
<darcychris777@gmail.com>

To: Salem Public Art Commission and City of Salem Officials
From: Jessica Ramey
Subject: Request for Artists to Retain Copyright for Public Murals and Art

Dear Members of the Public Art Commission and City Officials,

I am writing to respectfully request a revision to Salem Revised Code Chapter 15.030, which currently
requires that “acquisition of a work of art shall be accompanied by an assignment of copyright to the
work of art,” granting ownership of both the physical artwork and the copyright to the City of Salem.

While I understand the intent to allow the City to freely display, promote, and preserve public artworks,
this blanket copyright assignment unintentionally undermines the rights and livelihoods of the artists who
create them. Copyright ownership is the cornerstone of an artist’s creative and professional
independence. It allows artists to reproduce their work, control how it is used, and safeguard it from
unauthorized or commercial exploitation.

As a local artist who recently created a public street mural without compensation, I strongly believe that
artists should retain the copyright to their own work. Furthermore, as the owner of Art Department LLC,
an independent art supply shop and gallery in downtown Salem, I work closely with artists across our
community and see firsthand how vital copyright ownership is to sustaining their careers. When artists
lose copyright through assignment to the City, they lose the ability to reuse their own imagery, or sell
reproductions—rights that are essential to their ongoing creative and economic well-being.

Retaining copyright also protects artists’ rights to future opportunities. When artists maintain ownership,
they can reproduce the design, create smaller editions, or incorporate the imagery into new
works—all of which are important avenues for professional growth and financial sustainability. These
rights not only support artists’ livelihoods but also help ensure that the creative spirit nurtured in Salem
continues to thrive in future projects, exhibitions, and collaborations.

Many cities, including Portland, Seattle, and San Francisco, have adopted more equitable models that
respect both public access and artist ownership. These municipalities typically allow artists to retain
copyright while granting the city a permanent, royalty-free, non-exclusive license to display,
reproduce, and use images of the artwork for non-commercial and civic purposes. This approach
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ensures that the public can enjoy and celebrate these works while preserving artists’ intellectual property
rights.

I respectfully propose that Salem Revised Code 15.030(a) be amended to read as follows:

Proposed Revision:
“Title to works of art acquired under this chapter shall vest in the City of Salem. The artist
shall retain the copyright to the work of art but grants to the City a perpetual, royalty-free,
non-exclusive license to use, reproduce, and display the work for non-commercial,
educational, and promotional purposes, including use in City publications, print materials,
and digital media. Any commercial licensing or derivative use shall require the written
consent of the artist.”

This language preserves the City’s ability to promote and share public art freely, while recognizing and
protecting the fundamental creative rights of Salem’s artists. It is a fair, modern, and community-centered
approach that aligns with best practices across the nation.

Thank you for your time, your dedication to public art, and your thoughtful consideration of this important
matter. I would be happy to meet with the Commission or City staff to discuss this proposal further or to
share sample policy language from other municipalities.

With appreciation and respect,
Jessica Ramey
Owner, Art Department LLC
Local Artist and Community Member
2055 Summer St SE, Salem

--

Jessica Ramey
Owner, Art Department
503.364.7465
jessicaramey.com
artdepartmentsupply.com
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October 7, 2025 
 
 
Public Art Commission 
 
Dear Members of the Public Art Commission, 
 
I write to extend my full support to Jessica Ramey's proposed revision to Salem Revised Code 
Chapter 15.030, which currently requires that “acquisition of a work of art shall be 
accompanied by an assignment of copyright to the work of art,” granting ownership of both the 
physical artwork and the copyright to the City of Salem. 
 
Like Miss Ramey, I support amending Salem Revised Code 15.030(a) as follows: 
 
Proposed Revision: 
“Title to works of art acquired under this chapter shall vest in the City of Salem. The artist shall 
retain the copyright to the work of art but grants to the City a perpetual, royalty-free, non-
exclusive license to use, reproduce, and display the work for non-commercial, educational, and 
promotional purposes, including use in City publications, print materials, and digital media. Any 
commercial licensing or derivative use shall require the written consent of the artist.” 
Public art should be flexible enough to support, promote, and share public art freely while 
protecting the creative rights of artists. I know this is important because I contributed public art 
myself! When I was a teenager, I painted a mural inside South Salem High School under the 
guidance of my high school art teacher. I felt immense pride in this mural and because of that 
experience, I can understand how artists of all ages and abilities would want to retain copyright 
protections while still granting perpetual, royalty free usage to the public entity. I encourage 
you to give careful consideration to Miss Ramey's proposal.  
 
Thank you for all you do to support, promote, protect, and enhance our City's invaluable public 
art collection.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/ Vanessa Nordyke 
 
Vanessa Nordyke 
City Councilor Ward 7 
 

Addendum: 10/8/2025 Salem Public Art Commission Meeting Agenda

Page 3 of 4



Outlook

Request for Artists to Retain Copyright for Public Murals and Art

From Artists in Action <artistsinaction.salem@gmail.com>
Date Tue 10/7/2025 8:59 AM
To Kathleen Swarm <KSwarm@cityofsalem.net>
Cc Brian Hart <brianhart22@gmail.com>; Linda Nishioka <LNishioka@cityofsalem.net>; Vanessa Nordyke

<VNordyke@cityofsalem.net>; napstudio@mac.com <napstudio@mac.com>; Christine DArcy
<darcychris777@gmail.com>

To: Salem Public Art Commission and City of Salem Officials
From: Artists in Action Board of Directors
Subject: Request for Artists to Retain Copyright for Public Murals and Art

Dear Members of the Public Art Commission and City Officials,

We respectfully request a revision to Salem Revised Code Chapter 15.030, which currently requires that
“acquisition of a work of art shall be accompanied by an assignment of copyright to the work of art,” granting
ownership of both the physical artwork and the copyright to the City of Salem. While we understand the City's
intent to freely display and promote public art, transferring copyright undermines artists’ professional
independence and ability to earn from their creations.

Artists in Action, a non-profit corporation registered in Oregon for 25 years, has seen firsthand the importance of
copyright ownership for sustaining artists’ careers. Without it, artists lose control over reproducing or selling their
own work and miss future creative opportunities. Retaining copyright gives artists the flexibility to reuse designs,
produce editions, and incorporate imagery into new projects—essential for career growth and financial stability.

Cities like Portland, Seattle, and San Francisco allow artists to keep copyright while granting municipalities a
perpetual, royalty-free, non-exclusive license to use, reproduce, and display artwork for non-commercial civic
purposes. This balance respects both public access and artists’ rights.

We propose amending Salem Revised Code 15.030(a) as follows:

Proposed Revision: “Title to works of art acquired under this chapter shall vest in the City of Salem. The artist
shall retain the copyright to the work of art but grants to the City a perpetual, royalty-free, non-exclusive license
to use, reproduce, and display the work for non-commercial, educational, and promotional purposes, including
use in City publications, print materials, and digital media. Any commercial licensing or derivative use shall require
the written consent of the artist.”

This language and approach supports the City's mission to promote public art while protecting artists’ creative
rights, aligning with national best practices.

Thank you for considering this important matter.

With appreciation and respect,

Artists in Action Board of Directors, Local Artists and Community Members:
Jim Richards, Cameron Covey, Diane Trevett, Judith Baer, Bob Dodson
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