












Local Option Levy Oversight 
Committee

December 3, 2025



Levy Background

• Approved by Salem voters in May 2025 to fund the operations of Community 
Service functions including Parks, Recreation, Center 50+ and the Salem Public 
Library.

• Moved these services from the General Fund to a new Local Option Levy Fund.

• Five-year levy at a rate of $0.98 / $1,000 of a property’s assessed value approved 
through fiscal year 2030.

• Levy funding to maintain current service levels and expand Salem Public Library 
hours with the addition of three new Library Assistants.



FY 2026 Budget (July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026)

Functional Area Revenue Budget Actuals (YTD) % Received Expenditure Budget Actuals (YTD) % Expended 
Center 50+ (854,260)$                 (140,759)$        16.5% 2,029,460$               587,025$         28.9%
Salem Public Library (829,530)                   (205,803)         24.8% 6,431,480                 2,075,871        32.3%
Recreation (983,480)                   (364,435)         37.1% 1,706,530                 704,645          41.3%
Parks Operations & Maintenance (2,833,320)                (1,432,344)       50.6% 9,783,880                 3,453,970        35.3%
Non-Divisional (14,482,120)              (6,191,683)       42.8% -                              1,818              -
Total (19,982,710)$             (8,335,024)$     41.7% 19,951,350$              6,823,329$      34.2%



Local Option Levy Oversight Committee Scope

• Included as part of the ballot language for the May election.
• Is intended to review expenditures and provide annual reports. 

• City Council further outlined the duties of the Committee to include reviewing 
of the fund through the:
• Annual financial audit results,
• Five-Year Forecast,
• Proposed budget,
• Quarterly financial reports.

• Will review that the funds expended from the Local Option Levy Fund will 
support the exclusive purpose for which the levy was approved (i.e., Parks 
and Recreation, Center 50+ and the Salem Public Library).

• Meetings will be held quarterly – next meeting March 2026.



Public Official Duties

• Local Option Levy Oversight Committee is a governing body that has the 
authority to make decisions or recommendations to a public body (eg City 
Council) on a policy or administration.

• Public Meetings: 
• Must be open to the public,
• Public notice of time and location is made,
• Is accessible, 
• Required training by the Oregon Government Ethics Commission.

• Public Records:
• Oregon public records law has a broad scope, 
• Private email accounts and personal computer devices may be subject to 

public records requests.



Public Official Ethics

• Position of public trust that requires compliance with ethics rules
• City of Salem ethics rules are more restrictive than State Law and is 

outlined in Salem Revised Code (SRC) Chapter 12.
• Also, ethics are discussed in the City Charter Chapter 62 which discusses 

ethic decision making.  

• Conflicts of interest:
• Actual or potential. 
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