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In light of recent activity in our community, | want to take this opportunity to clarify our
practices and reaffirm the principles that guide our service at the Salem Fire Department.

First and foremost, the Salem Fire Department has not, and will not, violate Oregon’s
Sanctuary Laws or the intent behind them.

Our firefighters and emergency medical service professionals respond to every
emergency and take all appropriate action to mitigate harm.

At no time will our personnel ask about immigration status, participate in an enforcement
action, or detain anyone on ICE’s behalf. | want to emphasize that the Salem Fire
Department does not assist with immigration enforcement. We do not collect immigration
information, we do not enforce immigration law, and we do not make decisions based on
immigration status.

Our sole role is to provide emergency response, which is both our mission and our legal
obligation. We provide care and service to every person who needs it, with the utmost
dignity and respect, without exception.

Our commitment is to ensure the highest level of service to every member of our
community. In the case of medical emergencies, we will respond and provide that same
level of service, including if someone is injured or in need of medical care while in
federal custody.

Our policy is very clear: when a patient is in handcuffs, the custodial officer must
accompany the patient in the ambulance and must remain present with a handcuff key.
This requirement exists solely for patient and crew safety. If treatment during transport
requires removal of restraints, Salem Fire Department personnel do not possess handcuff
keys. This policy is universal and applies equally to all law enforcement agencies
including Salem Police, Marion County Sheriff’s Office, Oregon State Police, U.S.
Marshals, and Immigrations and Customs Enforcement Officers.

Thank you for your continued trust and support in the Salem Fire Department and in the
professionals who serve our community every day with integrity, compassion, and
dedication.

David Gerboth
Fire Chief
City of Salem

« Reasonable accommodation and accessibility services will be provided upon request <«
Servicios razonables de alojamiento y accesibilidad se facilitaran por peticion



