
 

MEETING MINUTES​  
Thursday, February 12th, 2026 6:30 pm  
Center 50+ 
2615 Portland Rd NE 

 
Present: 
Board Members 
Ryan Erickson-Kulas, Chair​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Celine Coleman, Vice-Chair 
Holly Schiefelbein​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Jes Poynter ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Association Members​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Tim Patterson​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Theodore Corsini-Greenbaum 
 
Guests 
Dr. Irvin Brown, Ward 5 Councilor​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

AGENDA 
 

1.​ Introductions 
2.​ Highlights from Highland Neighbors 

2.1.​ Gursha Eats is opening in our neighborhood! 
2.2.​ Buds are out and flowers are blooming. 

3.​ Motion to Approve Minutes: Celine Coleman 
3.1.​ 2nd: Holly Schiefelbein 
3.2.​ Vote: Motion Passes Unanimously 

4.​ Guest Reports/Updates/Presentations 
4.1.​ Salem Fire Department- Not Present 
4.2.​ Salem Police Department- Sick 
4.3.​ City Councilor- Dr. Irvin Brown, Ward 5 Councilor​ ​  

4.3.0.​ Board passed dollars to support those impacted by ICE 
4.3.1.​ $400k recommendation from the budget committee but there were funding concerns so the final amount was 

$200k 
4.3.2.​ Discussion of the Hendquist situation 
4.3.3.​ March 11th State of the City event at the convention center 
4.3.4.​ Gussie Bell affordable apartment community complex at Seed of Faith opening next month 
4.3.5.​ ODOT situation discussion 

5.​ Neighborhood Concerns- N/A 
6.​ Annual Meeting/Election Preview 

6.1.​ Open roles include Vice Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer and Board Members. 
6.2.​ Nominations must be received in writing at least two weeks before the April meeting to be considered. Each nomination 

submission must include: 
6.2.0.​ The nominee’s full name and current contact information. 
6.2.1.​ An optional statement of interest (maximum 250 words).  
6.2.2.​ A signed commitment to fulfill the duties of the position if elected. 
6.2.3.​ Disclosure of any potential conflicts of interest. 

6.3.​ Nominees must have attended at least three (3) meetings or events in the past calendar year to be eligible. This 
requirement may be waived by a majority vote of the Board. 

6.4.​ The list of nominated individuals shall be shared with the general membership at the April meeting. 
6.5.​ Celine Coleman expressed interest in a full term as Vice-Chair 
6.6.​ Jes Poynter indicated interest in Treasurer role 

7.​ Salem Parks Improvement Foundation Grant Update 
7.1.​ Letters of support were received from community-based organizations, including Salem Leadership Foundation, Salem for 

Refugees, Mountain West Super School Program, BeBLAC Foundation, and the Salem-Keizer Community, Business & 
Education Leaders Collaborative Highland Neighborhood Family Council. 

7.2.​ There was an increased amount of project and financial requests this year totaling more than $108,000+, far exceeding the 



budget amount of $60,000 for the SPIF Grant Award cycle.  All projects submitted by neighborhood associations in their 
final applications, where viable, reviewed and considered by the SPIF award committee.  Unfortunately, due to the number 
of requests and the project request award amounts the committee did not have the ability to award grant funds to all 
proposed projects, and/or meet the full amount of award dollars requested in some cases.  

7.3.​ We were awarded $1,800 for a moveable soccer goal at Highland Park 
7.4.​ Review committee members were concerned regarding the necessary available space to encompass putting two soccer 

goals in the open turf area of Highland Park.  Specifically, concern was raised regarding having a goal on the east end of 
the park, low fence levels and the likelihood of soccer balls going over the fence into the Broadway Street traffic.  Given 
this, the committee determined to award one soccer goal to be placed on the west end of the open turf area to minimize the 
potential for balls going over the low fence into traffic. 

8.​ Events  
8.1.​ Peace Walk Committee Report 

8.1.0.​ February 28th Next Walk 
8.2.​ Thurs April 9th Clean up 12-1:30 with Jane Goodall Environmental Middle School 
8.3.​ April 11th Kids Clothing Swap 
8.4.​ June 6th Garage Sale Day 

9.​ Motion to Adjourn: Ryan Erickson-Kulas 
9.1.​ 2nd: Jes Poynter 
9.2.​ Vote: Motion Passes Unanimously 

 
*Next monthly meeting: March 12th 

 
 

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to get connected and stay informed! 
https://www.facebook.com/highland.neighbors.salem 

https://instagram.com/highland.neighbors.salem 
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