
 

This meeting is being conducted in a hybrid environment with both in-person and virtual participation by the 
governing body. Interested persons may view the meeting online via YouTube and the public may attend in person. 
Please submit written comments on agenda items, or pre-register to provide Public Comment on items not on the 
agenda, by 5 p.m. or earlier one day prior to the day of the meeting at wsrab@cityfofsalem.net.   
 

Special accommodations are available, upon request, for persons with disabilities or those needing sign language 
interpretation, or languages other than English. To request accommodations or services, please call 503-540-2371 
(711 for Relay) at least two business days in advance. 
 

It is the City of Salem’s policy to assure that no person shall be discriminated against on the grounds of race, 
religion, color, sex, marital status, familial status, national origin, age, mental or physical disability, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, source of income and housing status, as provided by Salem Revised Code 97. The City 
of Salem also fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and 
related statutes and regulations, in all programs and activities. 

 

 
 

Urban Renewal Agency 
West Salem Redevelopment Advisory Board (WSRAB) Meeting 

7:30 A.M.– 9:00 A.M on May 6, 2026, In-person 
Si necesita ayuda para comprender esta información, por favor llame 503-588-6178. 

 

PARTICIPANTS BOARD MEMBERS 
Ashley Morey, Chair 
Zachery Fischer, Vice-Chair 
John Hannam  
Thomas Crozier  
Douglas Meltzer  
Samantha Ross 
Greg Scharn 
David Wrightson 
Vacant: Member-at-Large 
Vacant: WSNA business/property owner 
Vacant: WSURA Business/property owner 

STAFF 
Tory Banford, Project Manager 
Melissa Owens, Admin Analyst 
Brian Banta, Engineering Program 
Manager 
 

 
AGENDA 

1. Welcome and call to order 

2. Approval of agenda 

3. Approval of meeting minutes dated April 1, 2026 

4. Public Comment (Appearance of persons wishing to address the Board on any matter other 

than those which appear on this agenda.) 

5. Action Items 

a. None 

6. Discussion and Reports 

a. Wallace Marine Park grant opportunity and Riverfront Park playground improvements 

(Robert Romanek, Gretchen Bennett, All – 15 min) 

b. City wide urban renewal projects (Sara Long, Tory Banford, All – 30 min) 

c. Latest from West Salem organizations (All – 5 min) 

d. June 3, 2026, meeting topics (All – 10 min) 

7. Adjourn 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNYR67taYKmaTrCeFo3qxgw
mailto:wsrab@cityfofsalem.net


 

MINUTES 
WEST SALEM REDEVELOPMENT 

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
7:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 1, 2026 

In-person; watch on YouTube 

 
 

 
1. WELCOME & CALL to ORDER 

Having achieved a quorum, the meeting was called to order at 7:30am. 

A. MEMBERS: Ashley Morey (CHAIR), Zachery Fischer (V-CHAIR), John Hannam, Thomas 
Crozier, Douglas Meltzer, Samantha Ross, Greg Scharn, and David 
Wrightson 

B. ABSENT: None 

C.  VACANT: WSURA Business/Property owner, and Member-at-Large. 

D.  STAFF: Tory Banford, Project Manager 

Melissa Owens, Admin Analyst 
Brian Banta, Engineer Project Manager 

 
2. APPROVAL of AGENDA 

A. MOTION: Approve the Agenda. 

B. MADE BY: Board Member Zachery Fischer. 

C. SECOND BY: Board Member David Wrightson. 

D. ACTION: Motion passed by unanimous vote. 
 

 

3. APPROVAL of MINUTES 

A. MOTION: Approve the Minutes of March 4, 2025. 

B. MADE BY: Board Member Zachery Fischer. 

C. SECOND BY: Board Member Samantha Ross. 

D. ACTION: Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
MEMBER VOTE 

 

Ashley Morey    Aye 
Zachery Fischer    Aye 

John Hannam  Aye 
Thomas Crozier   Aye 
Douglas Meltzer    Aye 
Samantha Ross   Aye 

Greg Scharn Aye 
David Wrightson    Aye 

A. Councilor Mickey Varney mentioned HB3299, which aims to create a new bridge district 
in the capital city region.  The primary purpose of this bridge district is to plan, finance, 
construct, operate and maintain bridges over the Willamette River. 

 
5. ACTION ITEMS (none) 
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      MEMBER  VOTE  

Ashley Morey Aye 
Zachery Fischer Aye 

John Hannam Aye 
Thomas Crozier Aye 
Douglas Meltzer Aye 
Samantha Ross Aye 

Greg Scharn Aye 
David Wrightson Aye 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8yNqb0BLgk


 

MINUTES 
WEST SALEM REDEVELOPMENT 

ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
7:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April 1, 2026 

In-person; watch on YouTube 

 
 
 

 
6. DISCUSSION and REPORTS 

 
A. Pringle Creek Path 

Brian Banta presented renderings for a pathway along Pringle Creek that travels 
 under the railroad and connects to Riverfront Park at the EcoEarth Globe. 

 
B. Project Update 

• Grant considerations are underway since recent restructuring. 

• Contract to design is forthcoming for a path that connects the Union Street Bridge 

path to the Edgewater Parkway as access easements are negotiated with neighboring 

property owners.  

• ODOT will provide project updates at the July meeting. 

 

7. ADJOURN 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:44 am. 
 
 

Next Meeting Date: May 6, 2026 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8yNqb0BLgk


PRINGLE CREEK PATH CONNECTION PROJECT

THE PROJECT

THIS PATH WILL...

March 2026

The City of Salem is building a shared-use path between 
Riverfront Park and the Salem Civic Center.   

The Pringle Creek Pathway will be located along the north 
bank of Pringle Creek, crossing under the railroad bridge. 
The city will also build a pedestrian bridge across Pringle 
Creek, which will be suspended from the underside of the 
Commercial Street Bridge.

A new path is coming to downtown Salem! 

•	 Complete a critical link that connects miles of existing 
walking and biking paths. 

•	 Add a new pedestrian bridge under the existing 
Commercial Street Bridge. 

•	 Improve access to employment centers, local businesses, 
historical sites, parks, and residential areas. 

•	 Provide a continuous off-roadway path in downtown Salem 
so people don’t have to travel on busy roadways or bridges.

STAY CONNECTED

Visit the project website 
at shorturl.at/JoBql to 
join the project email list.

Reach out to the project team with any 
questions or comments: 

Brian Banta
Project Manager 
bbanta@cityofsalem.net 

Pringle Creek Path project area



WHY THIS PROJECT MATTERS

PATH ELEMENTS

•	 2022 Safety and Livability Bond Funds 

•	 Urban Renewal Agency Funds 

•	 Oregon Community Paths Program Grant 

There is a critical missing gap in the city’s existing trail system. The current trail system connects several significant 
City parks and employment areas, and includes trails along Pringle Creek, Minto Island Park, Riverfront Park and 
Wallace Marine Park. These areas are not used to their full potential due to the trail gap between Civic Center and 
Riverfront Park. The current gap also forces people to leave the safety of Salem’s trail system and use busy roads in 
downtown Salem. 

This path connection will provide that critical link within the city and help fulfill the spirit of a regional path by 
providing a connection between two sides of the city currently divided by the Willamette River.   

THIS PROJECT IS FUNDED BY 

Overlook

Suspended Bridge Wall seating/terraced plantings 




