Salem Public Library Advisory Board
Wednesday, May 13, 2026

A full recording of the current meeting is available here and here .
Cara called the meeting to order at 5:02p.m.

Members present: Clyde Saiki, Cara Filsinger, David Levy, and Debbie
Lockhart.

Members absent: Valerie Harris (excused), Camryn Pickworth, (excused)
Gretchen Coppedge (excused)

Guests: Nathan Garrettson (City of Salem Attorney), Vi (Teen Advisory
Board), Deepika (Teen Advisory Board),

Library staff members: Bridget Esqueda, Kristy Kemper Hodge

None.

Minutes were not reviewed at the current meeting due to not meeting
quorum requirement.

Teen Services Librarian, Kristy Kemper Hodge, and Teen Advisory Board
(TAB) Members, Vi and Deepika provided an update on recent TAB
activities. TAB completed their staff appreciation project for National Library
Workers Day in April, which turned out awesome. TAB continues to work on
next month’s Teen Murder Mystery party. The murder mystery party will
take place from 2-4:30pm on Wednesday, June 24 in Anderson Rooms
A&B and TAB welcomes volunteers from the LAB who might like to assist at
this fun, dramatic event. TAB applications will open in early June, close in
July, and select applicants will be invited for a panel interview in August.
Interested TAB members form the panel, rate the interviews, and help make
the final decision about which applicants to offer a position on our board for
the 2026-2027 school year.

Cara shared a report to all LAB members that was provide by Valerie. Cara
was reviewing the next council meeting dates with LAB members to ensure
there was a LAB member available to attend the next couple of meetings.
She also asked if there were any library needs where the LAB members
could volunteers at. The next event needing LAB volunteers will be at the
TAB murder mystery party.

Bridget answered questions from the group regarding the City Librarian’s
Report and answered questions from the group.

Clyde shared that approximately $5000 was made gross at the book sale
and they are working on the calculations of the net profit.

Taylor shared a report on Salem Public Library Foundation activities. He
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shared that a survey went out to community to ask for book suggestions for
Salem Reads. The foundation board just approved over $12,000 in sprinkle
grants for the library.

David shared there was a meeting a couple weeks before where they
discussed the library audit. One of the recommendations was for a
volunteer coordinator that would be a clearing house for all volunteer
opportunity at the library. The recommendation was to fund the position by
cutting down on materials. City leadership rethought that and is now looking
at funding it a different way. They are hoping to have a volunteer
coordinator in the fall.

LAB members are volunteering at the library.

Bridget shared that in the budget committee meetings concluded the
previous week and the approved the budget for fiscal year 2026-2027. The
gave the library the full amount for the materials and services budget. They
are delaying the volunteer manager position for the fall.

The next board meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 10, 2026 5:00
PM, hybrid via the Salem Public Library Youtube Channel and the West
Salem Public Library Study room. The meeting adjourned at 5.36p.m.

Submitted by: Clarissa Parra Maciel, Staff Assistant
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