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NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
SALEM, OREGON

MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, April 9th, 2026 6:30 pm
Center 50+
2615 Portland Rd NE

Present:
Board Members
Ryan Erickson-Kulas, Chair Celine Coleman, Vice-Chair
Holly Schiefelbein Jes Poynter
A iation Member.
Leigh Tracey-Gaynair Scott Streit
Guests
Dr. Irvin Brown, Ward 5 Councilor Paul Tigan, Ward 1 Councilor
Carol Snyder, Salem Parks Foundation Chief Gerboth, Salem Fire and 4 other SFD staff
AGENDA
1. Introductions
2. Motion to adjust agenda to include a presentation from Carol Snyder, Salem Parks Foundation: Ryan Erickson-Kulas

21. 2nd: Jes Poynter
2.2 Vote: Motion Passes Unanimously
Highlights from Highland Neighbors
3.1. Pies were distributed to municipal court building and to SKSD
3.2. Lots of bike riders on the bikeway
Motion to Approve Minutes: Celine Coleman
4.1. 2nd: Holly Schiefelbein
4.2 Vote: Motion Passes Unanimously
Guest Reports/Updates/Presentations
51. Salem Fire Department- Chief Gerboth
5.1.0. Most emergency calls in history of department in history in 2025 with 36k calls

5.1.1. Since 2011 118% increase in calls; only about 4% staff increase
51.2. Fire Department reassumed ambulance service last year
5.1.2.0. First 9 months there has been an improvement
5.1.2.1. These dollars are separate from the general fund,in the black and trending positive;

5.1.3. Rapid Engagement, Assessment & Community Health (REACH) team-
5.1.3.0. This group is trying to get the right resources to the right place and people; 25% of calls go
somewhere other than emergency room such as Arches or behavior health treatment

5.1.3.1. Pairs a Salem Fire paramedic, an EMT, and a Marion County mental health professional to offer
on-scene care,

5.1.3.2. Started downtown and effective yesterday moving to Lancaster area

5.1.3.3. Just is in marion county currently

5.1.3.4. 70% interactions are unhoused and many others are fragilely housed; 40% are highest users of
911 service

5.1.4. 2025 annual report is out
5.1.4.0. Working to become a data informed organization
5.2. City Councilor(s)
5.2.0. Paul Tigan, Ward 1 Councilor

5.2.0.0. A bit of a break between council meetings but one upcoming on Monday;
5.2.0.1. The proposed budget documents should be public soon
5.2.0.2. Budget committee will review for 4-5 weeks which will then get sent to council to approve by 7/1

5.2.0.3. Parking fund is new and thinking about how to use that
5.2.04. Will be proposing to the urban renewal agency to look at how to bring revenue into the city;
looking to see what we need to have more events downtown as well



5.2.0.5. Reconstruction of the Riverfront playground and Bush Park is being resurfaced; should be
completed by Aug

5.21. Dr. Irvin Brown, Ward 5 Councilor
5.2.1.0. Accolades to the public works team; lots of ADA construction being done
5.2.1.1. Strategic planning process is underway;
5.2.1.2. Advocating for the “gang unit” to come back
5.2.1.3. Want more resources for ward 5

5.2.14. Library in ward 5 is a goal too
5.3. Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)- Not present

54. Carol Snyder, Salem Parks Foundation
5.4.0. $20k budget for several parks to receive grants
54.1. Accessibility is an emphasis this year
5.4.2. May 31st is the deadline and decision is mid-June
5.4.3. Looking for new members

5.4.3.0. Currently in south and west salem almost exclusively
Neighborhood Concerns
6.1. No flashing lights for pedestrians crossing leaving River Road park but a new cross walk is going in; still advocating for the
lights

6.2. Fireworks are a concern; we prefer drones

6.3. Question about the opioid settlement funds
6.3.0. They should last 10-15 years so we can plan long term programming on; $800k a year

6.4. Closing urban renewal areas?
6.4.0. No and not sure it can really be done

Annual Meeting Nominations Review

7. Nominations were open through March 26.

7.2. Ryan Erickson-Kulas term expires next year

7.3. Everyone else expires in May

7.4. Jes Poynter will not be seeking re-election but the board thanks her for all her contributions to Highland including supporting

Make Music Day, our Senior gift drive and being a great partner in thinking about our work

7.5. 7 total board spots available
7.5.0. Vice Chair- Celine Coleman running unopposed
7.5.1. Secretary- no nominations
7.5.2. Treasurer- no nominations
7.5.3. General Board Members- Holly Schiefelbein running unopposed

Events

8.1. Peace Walk Committee Report- Celine Coleman

8.1.0. March 28th Walk Recap

8.1.1. April 25th Next Walk

8.1.2. Planning to switch to River Road park in May
8.2. Thurs April 9th Clean up with Jane Goodall Environmental Middle School 12-1:30
8.3. April 11th Kids Clothing Swap- Holly Schiefelbein

8.3.0. Still looking for volunteers to assist day of
8.4. June 6th Garage Sale Day- Holly Schiefelbein
8.4.0. Folks can_submit their address to be added to the map.

8.5. Sunday June 21st 2nd Annual Highland Make Music Day Event- Ryan Erickson-Kulas
8.5.0. f/Stop Fitzgerald's Public House is confirmed to host for the 2nd straight year.

8.6. September 50th Birthday Celebration with Grant- Ryan Erickson-Kulas
8.6.0. We are tentatively planning on an event at Broadway Commons in August or September
8.6.1. Meeting next week with Kat Keyes from Grant NA to continue planning

Motion to Adjourn: Ryan Erickson-Kulas

9.1. 2nd: Holly Schiefelbein

9.2. Vote: Motion Passes Unanimously

Next monthly meeting: May 14th

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to get connected and stay informed!

https://www.facebook.com/highland.neighbors.salem
| L highland.neigh I


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdldNDuSUsO5GRIRZkzNBLe_ZwGFIYrmaAcwG318lbBtz-iJQ%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D105109117692025116884&h=AUBwdYSYzDrRtH4Jb3rZwlB1C0luT4krmjUGGO0T_-kWoWLNoBr5SRLqdaiy5eSzXnUYr20COgSi29Sk_EWcUKu9eorE35pnGGeVxe5mCq9UeqtOw9P9POmrIN3g8LUuZP-uviEuAoWafYnMJqI&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c[0]=AUAKu_SzqcGidB8e4v4mVlm0jBn4oPGsA6dMMMQ-fohZQbxcXYKdcnXwgp8vDW0UnCVkD6n50Rp5wk9ynX7cMjGgcTaOgZcK2fQaXvv5hSZtWy0NjCuEoSe4K2E4TXTDQxIOOMHqakOnBM6rTTPaYZXOmfM3nyaufcBVYD5NLswSe-B7lcDl8ENfAfBe2j1kMvYAdk1Ny52Sw3kb5dzXmvoIOznX0vi2YATieITA7_pMzbeXIRMhgP3xZGIa0Q7JkNyGD-jeFzBtEhl2XM8DzpJ7qw
https://www.facebook.com/highland.neighbors.salem
https://instagram.com/highland.neighbors.salem
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