
 
 

City of Salem 
Salem Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

June 11, 2026 
1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

Hybrid Meeting 
In Person: City Operations Building,1457 23rd St. SE, Room 146 

Via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84694898596  
Via YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@cityofsalempublicmeetings8184 

 

Si necesita ayuda para comprender esta información, por favor llame 503-588-6336. 

Para asistencia en español, llame al 503-540-2489. 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 
Board Members 
Rick Hartwig, Chair; Alan Holland, Vice-Chair; Chris Donaldson; Mauricio Flores; Sigrid 
Olsen; Delight Walker; Fraser Wick 
 
City Council Liaison 
Councilor Micki Varney 
Alternate-Councilor Linda Nishioka 
 
Staff 
Jennifer Kellar, Parks and Recreation Division Manager; Rob Romanek, Parks 
Planning Manager; Leann Moore, Parks and Recreation Staff Assistant; Meridith 
Greer, Natural Resources Planning Manager 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome and Call to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes from May 14, 2026 

3. Public Comment - Appearance of persons wishing to address the Board on 
any matter other than those which appear on this agenda. 

4. Board Items/Presentations 

a. Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Readiness and Response Plan Update – 
Meridith Greer (20 minutes)  

Summary: Staff will provide an overview of the City's Emerald Ash 
Borer (EAB) Readiness and Response Plan, including current 
monitoring efforts, anticipated impacts to Salem's urban forest, and 
strategies for managing and mitigating the loss of ash trees in parks 
and other public spaces. The presentation will highlight proposed 
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response actions, public outreach efforts, funding considerations, and 
opportunities to maintain tree canopy and ecosystem benefits as 
EAB becomes established in the region. 

Recommendation: Information and discussion. 

b. Brown Road Park Phase 1 Development Update – Rob Romanek (15 
minutes) 

Summary: Staff will provide an update on the design and planning 
efforts for Phase 1 development of Brown Road Park. The 
presentation will include an overview of the proposed improvements, 
project schedule, funding status, and next steps toward construction. 
Phase 1 is intended to establish foundational park infrastructure and 
recreational amenities identified through the 2018 park developed 
planning process. 

Recommendation: Information and discussion. 

c. 2026 Park Tour – Chair Hartwig (10 minutes) 

Summary: The 2026 SPRAB Workplan includes a park tour, which 
Chair Hartwig, Vice-Chair Holland, and staff are preparing to 
schedule. Members are encouraged to provide input on objectives, 
tour stops, and potential tour dates. 

Recommendation: Information and discussion. 

d. Park Planning Practice Spotlight: Capital Project Planning for 

Individual Parks – Rob Romanek (15 minutes) 

Summary: Staff will provide a practice spotlight on how capital 
improvement projects are planned and developed for individual 
parks. The presentation will outline the steps involved in evaluating 
opportunities and constraints, developing and refining concepts, 
preparing cost estimates, coordinating with project partners, and 
positioning projects for funding and implementation. Examples from 
current park projects will be used to demonstrate how planning 
informs investment decisions and project delivery. 

Recommendation: Information and discussion. 

5. Council Liaison Updates (10 minutes)  

6. Board Member Updates (10 minutes) 
 

7. Information Reports – written  
a. Parks and Recreation Division Report 

 
8. New Business 
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9. Adjourn 

Next Meeting: July 9, 2026 

Interested persons may view the meeting online on YouTube. Please submit written 
comments on agenda items, or pre-register to provide Public Comment on items not on 
the agenda, by 5 p.m. or earlier one day prior to the day of the meeting at 
salemparks@cityofsalem.net.  

Special accommodations are available, upon request, for persons with disabilities or 
those needing sign language interpretation, or languages other than English. To 
request accommodations or services, please call 503-588-6336 (TTD/TTY 503-588-
6439) at least two business days in advance.  

It is the City of Salem’s policy to assure that no person shall be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, religion, color, sex, marital status, familial status, national 
origin, age, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, source of 
income and housing status, as provided by Salem Revised Code 97. The City of 
Salem also fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, and related statutes and regulations, in all programs and 
activities. 

https://www.youtube.com/@cityofsalempublicmeetings8184
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City of Salem 

Salem Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (SPRAB) 

May 14, 2026 
Hybrid Meeting 

Draft Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 

Rick Hartwig, Chair 

Al Holland, Vice Chair 

Sigrid Olsen 

Chris Donaldson 

Delight Walker (via Zoom) 

 

City Council Liaison Present 

Micki Varney 

Mauricio Flores 

Frasier Wick 

Rob Romanek 

Jennifer Kellar 

Gretchen Bennett  

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
• Chair Hartwig called the meeting to order and conducted roll call 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

• April 9, 2026 minutes 

• Motion by Vice Chair Holland, seconded by Member Olsen 

• Motion approved 

 

3. Public Comment 

• No public comment – written comments from the agenda packet were acknowledged 

 

4. Board Items/Presentations 

• Wallace Marine Softball Complex Modernization Exploration – Gretchen Bennett, 

Jennifer Kellar, Rob Romanek 

• Staff presented a potential grant opportunity from Travel Salem that would 

allow $2.5 million for modernization and the softball complex 

• Seeking a match for the grant 

• Updates would include transitioning turf to non-crumb-rubber materials, as 

well as updating lighting and extending field usability by up to four months 

annually. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/-FbfdKsJtTc?si=L66FD20rsag5RDKX
https://www.youtube.com/live/-FbfdKsJtTc?si=L66FD20rsag5RDKX
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• Staff added that with potential funding, not full upgrades would be 

covered 

• Board members discussed tournament use, potential revenue impacts, 

alternative field use and public concerns regarding artificial turf 

 

• Northgate Park Improvement Grant Application 

• Staff are seeking feedback from board members on plans to apply for an 

Oregon Parks and Recreation Department Local Government Grant 

• Proposed improvements include restroom installation, splash pad 

replacement, walkway and sport court reconstruction, and accessibility 

improvements 

• City Council authorized the application – due early June 

• Members expressed support for the project and discussed neighborhood 

outreach and project costs 

 

• Parks Planning Spotlight – Human Movement Data 

• Rob introduced a new data analysis tool that uses smartphone location data to 

evaluate park usage patterns 

• Recent examples included usage data for some neighborhood parks, soccer 

fields at Wallace Marine Park, and the new Geer Skatepark 

• Members discussed the tool’s potential value for park investment decisions, 

planning and analysis 

 

• Stella Park Interim Use Plan 

• Staff presented an interim use plan for Stella Street Park while long-term 

development planning continues 

• Discussion focused on providing recreational opportunities for nearby 

residents until full development can take place 

• Motion by Vice Chair Holland to endorse the proposed plan of Stella Park, 

seconded by Member Olsen 

• Motion approved 

 

5. Council Update 

• Councilor Varney mentioned that City Council had approved the grant application for 

Northgate Park to proceed 

 

6. Board Member Updates 

• Chair Hartwig shared that he visited with his assigned neighborhood associations and 

encouraged members to take advantage of the materials that Rob provides on SPRAB 

and Parks and Recreation 

• Member Olsen shared that she walks the parks in her assigned neighborhood 

assignments and mentioned that the public is enjoying the newly updated Crooked 

House playground at Bush’s Pasture Park 
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• Discussion about the no-mow area and providing additional signage to educate the 

public 

• Vice Chair Holland shared that there is continued communication regarding indigenous 

peoples’ names being incorporated in parks 

 

7. Staff Reports 

• Completed resurfacing of the Crooked House playground 

• Bond investments for two new playgrounds at Aldrige Park and Royal Oaks Park – next 

summer 

• Federal grant for Fisher Road Park –  ranked third in priority in state 

• McKay Park soccer fields are to close June 1 for reconstruction – completion anticipated 

for late summer 

• Riverfront walking path will open June 6 and fencing will reduce to just around 

playground 

• Geer Park dog park and picnic area will open June 5 

 

8. New Business 

• No new business 

 

9. Adjournment 

• Meeting adjourned 
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