June 8, 2026
To: Salem Planning Commission
For meeting of June 9, 2026

1000

friends
of Oregon

Chair and Commissioners,

1000 Friends of Oregon appreciates the opportunity to comment on Case No.
CPC-NPC-ZC26-02 for 1505 Front Street NE.

We recognize that the applicant and staff have been working to address concerns about
compatibility by exploring limitations on allowed industrial uses and the application of
development standards from the existing mixed-use zone. We appreciate the Commission's
efforts to find an approach that minimizes conflicts with nearby residential areas and future
redevelopment opportunities.

At the same time, we are very concerned about reversing zoning changes that were adopted
through Salem's extensive Our Salem planning process. The property was rezoned in 2022 as
part of a citywide effort to create more opportunities for housing, mixed-use development, and
walkable neighborhoods, critical tools for meeting the city’s climate and housing goals. Those
decisions were the product of years of public engagement, technical analysis, and policy
deliberation.

Oregon continues to face a severe housing shortage, with Salem being no exception, and every
site designated for housing and mixed-use development can play a role in meeting community
needs. While industrial employment lands are important, the Our Salem process was intended
to balance housing, economic development, transportation needs, and climate goals across the
city. Changes to that balance should be carefully evaluated in light of Salem's adopted vision
and long-term housing obligations.

We urge the Commission to consider staff’'s recommendation and think about whether the
proposed amendment, even with limitations on uses and development standards, would
advance Salem's broader goals for housing production, walkability, and efficient use of land.
Every potential housing site matters if Salem is serious about addressing its housing shortage.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Anna Kemper

Great Communities Program Director
1000 Friends of Oregon



