
 
 

City of Salem 
Salem Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 

August 13, 2026 
1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

Hybrid Meeting 
In Person: City Operations Building,1457 23rd St. SE, Room 146 

Via Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84523793794  
Via YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@cityofsalempublicmeetings8184 

 

Si necesita ayuda para comprender esta información, por favor llame 503-588-6336. 

Para asistencia en español, llame al 503-540-2489. 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 
Board Members 
Rick Hartwig, Chair; Alan Holland, Vice-Chair; Chris Donaldson; Mauricio Flores; 
Marilyn Harbur; Sigrid Olsen; Delight Walker; Fraser Wick 
 
City Council Liaison 
Councilor Micki Varney 
Alternate-Councilor Linda Nishioka 
 
Staff 
Jennifer Kellar, Parks and Recreation Division Manager; Rob Romanek, Parks 
Planning Manager; Leann Moore, Parks and Recreation Admin Analyst 

 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome and Call to Order 

2. Approval of Minutes from June 11, 2026, and July 22, 2026 

3. Public Comment - Appearance of persons wishing to address the Board on 
any matter other than those which appear on this agenda. 

4. Board Items/Presentations 

a. Park Tour Debrief (10 minutes) 

Summary: This agenda item provides an opportunity for members to 
debrief the recent park tour conducted on July 22 and share key 
observations, takeaways, and areas for further consideration. 

Recommendation: Information and discussion. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84523793794
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofsalempublicmeetings8184
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b. Preparation for 2026 National Walk to a Park Day Observance – Rob 
Romanek (15 minutes)  

Summary: Staff will seek SPRAB’s guidance and support in planning 
a potential National Walk to a Park Day event in October. The City 
has observed this event in recent years through partnerships with 
local schools, using the opportunity to highlight the importance of 
walkable access to parks and raise awareness of park access gaps 
across the community. Last year’s event also highlighted recent 
bond-funded improvements at Livingston Park. 

Recommendation: Information and discussion. 

c. Our Parks Update – Rob Romanek (20 minutes) 

Summary: Parks staff will provide a brief update on Our Parks, the 
City’s long-range planning project to update the 2013 Comprehensive 
Parks System Master Plan. The update will highlight the current 
status of the project, upcoming planning activities, and opportunities 
for SPRAB to provide input as the plan update moves forward. 

Recommendation: Information and discussion. 

d. OR 22: Salem Center Street Bridge Seismic Retrofit Project Update – 

Rob Romanek (20 minutes) 

Summary: Parks staff will provide a brief update and general 
overview of the ODOT Center Street Bridge Seismic Retrofit Project, 
including the anticipated construction schedule, impacts to Riverfront 
Park and Wallace Marine Park, tree removal and restoration efforts, 
and measures being implemented to mitigate impacts to park users. 
The update will provide an opportunity for SPRAB members to better 
understand the project’s impacts on the park system and discuss 
park-related considerations as construction moves forward. 

Recommendation: Information and discussion. 

5. Council Liaison Updates (10 minutes)  

6. Board Member Updates (10 minutes) 
 

7. Information Reports  
a. Parks and Recreation Division Report – verbal (5 minutes) 
b. Mission Street Park Conservancy Board Meeting Minutes from June 10, 

2026 – written 
 

8. New Business 
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9. Adjourn 

Next Meeting: September 10, 2026 

Interested persons may view the meeting online on YouTube. Please submit written 
comments on agenda items, or pre-register to provide Public Comment on items not on 
the agenda, by 5 p.m. or earlier one day prior to the day of the meeting at 
salemparks@cityofsalem.net.  

Special accommodations are available, upon request, for persons with disabilities or 
those needing sign language interpretation, or languages other than English. To 
request accommodations or services, please call 503-588-6336 (TTD/TTY 503-588-
6439) at least two business days in advance.  

It is the City of Salem’s policy to assure that no person shall be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, religion, color, sex, marital status, familial status, national 
origin, age, mental or physical disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, source of 
income and housing status, as provided by Salem Revised Code 97. The City of 
Salem also fully complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, and related statutes and regulations, in all programs and 
activities. 

https://www.youtube.com/@cityofsalempublicmeetings8184
mailto:salemparks@cityofsalem.net
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City of Salem 

Salem Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (SPRAB) 

June 11, 2026 
Hybrid Meeting 
Draft Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 
Rick Hartwig, Chair 
Al Holland, Vice Chair 
Sigrid Olsen 
Chris Donaldson 
Delight Walker 
Mauricio Flores (via Zoom) 
Frasier Wick (via Zoom) 
 
City Council Liaison Present 
Micki Varney 

 Rob Romanek 
Meridith Greer 
Jeff Johnson 
  

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
• Chair Hartwig called the meeting to order at approximately 1:00 p.m. and conducted roll 

call 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

• Minutes from May 14, 2026 – Approved, Motion by Vice Chair Holland, Seconded by 

Member Donaldson 

 

3. Public Comment 

• No public comment 

 

4. Board Items/Presentations 

• Emerald Ash Borer Readiness and Response Plan – Meridith Greer 

• Education of the invasive insect; discussion on impacts on ash trees, detection 

methods, inventory efforts, public outreach, treatment strategies and 

management plans for natural and urban areas, and private trees. 

• Board members discussed costs, homeowner resources and public education. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/bwvUPBy3qao?si=1FqaoQRdFC_KFCeu
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• Brown Road Park Phase 1 Development Update – Rob Romanek 

• Presentation of project design development, budget, schedule, and 

anticipated construction timeline. Discussion included playground surfacing, 

drainage, pathways, project prioritization, and landscaping. 

 

• Annual Park Tour 

• Board members discussed scheduling and how many parks will be visited 

• Suggested stops included Riverfront Park, Stella Street Park, Royal Oaks 

Park, Fairview Park and Northgate Park. 

• Members discussed scheduling a summer date and being able to see 

parks with high utilization. 

 

• Park Planning Practices Spotlight – Capital Project Planning of Individual Parks 

• Rob Romanek provided an overview of the planning and development process 

for park capital projects, including consultant selection, site assessment, 

community engagement, design, preparation, funding and construction. 

 

5. Councilor Liaison Update – Councilor Micki Varney 

• Councilor Varney shared from the May City Council meeting that discussion on proposed 

use of metal detectors at council chambers for security – staff is developing a plan for 

implementation; public hearings on use of state revenue and city of Salem budget for 

fiscal year 26/27; adoption of the 26/27 fee schedule; update of expansion study of 

Salem Convention Center; upcoming deliberations of adoption of City budget. 

 

6. Board Member Updates 

• Chair Hartwig reminded members to complete their assigned neighborhood associations 

outreach, encouraging members to bring back comments from neighborhood 

association meetings. 

• Member Sigrid Olsen shared her experience and concerns related to the Bailey Ridge 

Park Phase 1 Development Project.  

 

7. Information Reports 

• Parks and Recreation Division Report 

• Rob mentioned that Geer Park is fully open. 

• McKay Park construction has begun. 

• Riverfront Park playground project is proceeding – unknown opening date but 

anticipating late August to early September. 

 

8. Adjournment 

• Meeting adjourned at approximately 2:40 p.m. 

 



 

 

 
 

City of Salem 

Salem Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (SPRAB) 

July 22, 2026 
Draft Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 

Rick Hartwig, Chair 

Al Holland, Vice Chair 

Mauricio Flores 

Sigrid Olsen 

Chris Donaldson 

Frasier Wick 

 

City Council Liaison Present 

Micki Varney 

Delight Walker Rob Romanek 

Jennifer Kellar 

Leann Moore  

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
• Chair Hartwig called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. and conducted roll call 

2. First stop – Fairview Park 

• Discussion of phase 1 park development project, scheduled to begin construction in 

2027, included interpretive space displaying history of site, trails, possible playground, 

and dog park. 

3. Second stop – Riverfront Park 

• Discussion included new play structures and inclusive design of play space, new park 

path, newly planted trees, and updated electrical distribution system to support park 

events.  

4. Third stop – McKay Park 

• Discussion included ongoing construction of improvements funded by the 2022 Safety 

and Livability Bond, including removal of old concrete site improvements from former 

playground, regraded soccer fields, multi-use park path, reservable picnic shelter site 

development, and preparation for new permanent restroom facilities.  

5. Adjournment 

• Meeting adjourned at approximately 3:30 p.m. 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
June 10, 2026 

In Attendance 
 

Andie Andeen 
Julia Battle 
Gretchen Carnaby 
Kathy Savicki 
Vita Solis-Romano 
Emily Standish  
Mike Weber 

 
NOTES ACTIONS 
1. Call to Order:  Julia called the meeting to order.   
2.   Minutes:  Mike moved and Emily seconded approval of the 

May minutes.  Motion carried.  
 

3.   Board Membership:  Kathy moved and Mike seconded that 
Vita Solis-Romano be appointed as a Board Member for a 3 
year term.  Motion carried.   

Julia will announce 
new members in 
the newsletter.   

4. Financial Report:  The May report was distributed.  Given 
our growing bank balance, the Board authorized purchase of 
a Certificate of Deposit with Pioneer Trust to improve our 
interest rate.    

Kathy and Julia 
will determine the 
amount of the CD.  

5. REGULAR REPORTS: 
• Garden Manager:  Mike reported a successful work day 

with Chemeketa students clearing invasive plants at the 
confluence of Clark and Pringle Creeks. He and Luke hope to 
repeat this quarterly.  There is more pruning to be done 
around Bush House in preparation for painting.  Patti has 
been researching a source for peony cages; it was suggested 
we see if K.C. Meaders would fabricate them for us.  Joe has 
added a heat activated fan in the Conservatory to help with 
overheating.  Currently the boiler needs repair.  The door to 
the Conservatory is rotting, and repair must take into 
account its historic status.   

• Volunteer Coordinator:  We continue to have good turnout, 
though more people are leaving after break.  Emily has 
written a small flyer describing volunteer opportunities in 
the Park.        

• Educational events:  Julia is working to arrange natural 
dying and Ikebana floral design workshops .     

Mike will check 
with Joe about 
signs explaining 
why not to feed 
the squirrels, and 
about the progress 
in getting the new 
sundial installed.   
 
Julia will consult 
with Jennifer 
about the door.  
 
Julia will track the 
number of 
participants in 
public events we 
sponsor.   
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6. OTHER BUSINESS 
• Donor Party: Andie listed the tasks yet to completed for the 

July 12 gathering, and the Board determined that both 
donors and Tuesday Gardeners will be invited.   

• Educational flyers in the Park:  We authorized Joe to order 
two waterproof display cases to protect our flyers from 
irrigation water.    

• Old Rose Garden Manager:  Given Gretchen’s intention to 
resign in the fall, she asked that we identify someone she can 
train to oversee the old rose collection.  Julia will approach 
two Tuesday Gardeners who have been especially diligent in 
working there.   

• Tulip beds:  Gretchen asked about whether MSPC should 
take on purchase of tulips for the beds which the City has 
traditionally planted with spring bulbs.  Given the problem 
with squirrels digging them up and the success of vegetables 
instead in two of the beds, the Board felt this was not 
tenable.  Bed 544 near the playground and the bed under the 
sign at the corner of Bush and High Streets may be 
candidates for some low maintenance planting.  

• Use of chemicals:  Vita asked about volunteer exposure to 
chemicals used in the Park.  Mike will talk with Joe about 
how we keep volunteers informed about recent spraying.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike will consult 
with Joe. 
 
 
 
 

 
Next meeting:  July 8   9:30    Location tbd 
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